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HALLOWEEN

Moder n Day
Sacri fi ces @ The Dead

Each year at this season, on the last day of the Roman month of
October, millions of people enjoy a night filled with fun and games.
Parties abound. Dressing up in costumes that represent devils,
demons, and witches are all part of the tradition that is Halloween.
Trick or Treat is the phrase for the night and childish pranks are
played. “Of course, this is all done for pleasure, and it is just for
the children, they need to have a nice time and enjoy life!”

The celebration of Halloween is an established custom in the
United States, the British Commonwealth, and various
Scandinavian Countries.

What Could All This Fun Possibly Have To Do With
The Followers Of Yahweh?

In the earliest accounts of history from the Bible, our father
Abraham was instructed by Yahweh to remove himself from his
established clan and go to a place Yahweh instructed.
m Genesis 12:1-4—
1 Now Yahweh had said to Abram: Get out of your country, from your
kindred and from your father’s house, to a land that | will show you.
2 1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great; and you shall be a blessing.
3 And I will bless those who bless you, and curse him who curses you; and
in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.
4 So Abram departed as Yahweh had spoken unto him; and Lot went with
him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Abram, whose name was later changed to Abraham, obeyed
Yahweh. Abraham walked with Yahweh and he taught his
children to do as Yahweh said.

In the time of Abraham, as it is in this very day, there were
many denominations and sects of beliefs, but there were only a
few people who followed Yahweh. At that time, these few people
were Abraham’s family. The worship of the heathen people was
directed at the sun, the moon, the stars, demons, gods and spirits.

Why Did Yahweh Tell Abraham To Leave?

The land of Ur, which is a part of Mesopotamia, was where the
ancestors of Abraham lived. Abraham’s ancestors worshiped Gods
and demons. Yahweh knew Abraham had to come out from under



the powerful influence of his ancestors’ worship in order to grow
and learn to follow Yahweh only!

The Encyclopedia Judaica, Volume 5, page 1521, tells us what
demons and demonology are:

DEMONS, DEMONCOLOGY. Adenobnisanevil spirit, or devil,
intheordi nary Engl i shusageof theterm Thi sdefinitionis, however,
onl yapproxi nate. | npol ythei sticreligionsthelinebet weengods and
denonsi s ashiftingone: therearebot hgood denons and gods who
doevil. Innonot hei sticsystens, evil spiritsnay beaccept edas
servant s of t he one God, sothat denonol ogy i s boundupwith
angel ol ogy andt heol ogy proper, or t hey nay beel evat edt ot herank
of opponent s of Qd, i nwhi chcasetheir status as di abol i c powers
differsfromthat of thedenonsinpol yt hei sm Mreover, i nnone of
t hel anguages of t heanci ent Near East, i ncl udi ngHebrew i sthere
any onegeneral termequival ent toEnglish*‘denon.”’ Ingeneral, the
not i onof adenoni nt heanci ent Near East was of abei ngl ess pover f ul
thanagod and| ess endowed wi t hi ndi vi dual i ty. Wer eas t he gr eat
gods areaccor dedregul ar publ i cworship, denonsarenot; theyare
deal t wthinnagicritesinindi vidual casesof hunansuffering, whi ch
istheir particul ar sphere.

This same volume of The Encyclopedia Judaica, on pages 1521-
1522, shows us that the worship of the ancient Near East was
the pacification of Gods and demons.

Denonol ogy i nthe Anci ent Near East. Def ense agai nst evi |
spiritswas aconcerni nMesopot aniafromearliest tines.

Ingeneral features Canaanit e denonol ogy pr obabl y resenbl ed
that of Mesopotam a, toj udge f romt he r at her neager evi dence
preserved. | nanyt hol ogi cal text fromdyarit, thefather of t hegods,
H, isfrightenedal nost t odeat hby adenon‘‘ havi ngtwo hor ns and
atal,’’ likethedevil inlater representati ons.

m Collier's Encyclopedia, Volume 8, page 96, shows that the
intervention of spirits, Gods, and demons was made possible by
means of magic.

Magi cal I nfl uence. Theinterventionof spiritsinnatureand
hunan af f ai rsi s nade possi bl e, accor di ngt o denonol ogy, by
neans of nagi c. Thus, nagi ci s enpl oyed by primti ve peopl es
toprevent drought, toproducerain, andtowardoff di sease or
fanine. By neans of propitiati onandspells, evil spiritsnaybe
di vertedfromt hei r nal evol ent desi gns or pursuits. Arong
soneprimtivetribes, thepathal ongwhichit isbelieveda
denonwi | | approachisbarricadedw ththorns, brushwood,
odors, fire, or ot her obst acl es. Epil epticfitsandot her ki nds of
sei zures areoccasi onsfor thenedi ci nenantoappl ytherites
of exorcism Totheprimtivetribesnmanmagicistheonly
avai | abl e sour ce of power wher eby t he at t acks of denons nay
be avert edor w t hst ood.

The same page of this source shows us the types of spirits that
were influenced by magic.



Typesof Spirits. Anongthespiritsnost faniliar tostudents of
denonol ogy arethespiritsof vegetation, water spirits, donestic
spirits, ancestral spirits, anddreandenons.

Ancestral Qirits. Belief inancestral spiritsandthepracti ceof
ancest or wor shi parew del ypreval ent. Initscruder forns, this
phase of denonol ogy st resses t he nal i gnancy of t he soul s of
sui ci des, of thosewhodi e by vi ol ence, and of wonenwhodi edi n
chi | dbi rth. Denons of t heunburi edar ef ear ed noret hanordi nary
ghost s. Thewor shi pof ancestral spirits, either asgodsor as
survi vi ngsoul s of depart ednentoer sof thefamly, reflectsbel i ef
ininmortalityandtheal nost uni versal bel i ef that deat hdoes not
di ssol veani ndi vi dual ’ srel ati ontot hegroup. Thepost nortal stat us
of theindi vi dual correspondstothat duri nghi snortal exi stence.
For thi sreasonspi ritsof thedepart edar eaccor dedt herespect, | ove,
or fear shownt henduri ngtheir earthlystate. Athoughal | deadare
hel di nave, thosewholivedevil |ivesor di edbyvi o encear edreaded
because, i nt hef orner i nstance, theyarefreer t oworkharmand, in
thel atter i nstance, naybei ntent uponrevenge. It fol l owsthat the
|'ivi ngnust saf eguar dt hensel ves agai nst danger ous spi ritsor
denons. Hence, exor ci smand char ns ar e super| ati vel yi nport ant
vher ever t hi s f or mof denonol ogy prevai | s.

In later accounts of the history of the Scriptures, the Children of
Israyl eventually sojourned in the Land of Egypt, remaining there
for 430 years before they were redeemed by Yahweh through Mosheh.
The heathen worship in Egypt was directed at the same gods in the
same manner and customs that Abraham had witnessed.

The Children of Israyl, chosen of Yahweh, were delivered out
of that land, which was defiled by the worship of every God and
demon. These chosen people were taught by Mosheh in the
wilderness. Mosheh was not ignorant of the enticement of pagan
Baal worship, but Mosheh knew that the only way Yahweh
wanted to be worshiped was Yahweh’s way. Mosheh was
instructed by Yahweh to tell the Children of Israyl, in:

m Deuteronomy 18:9-12—

9 When you come into the land Yahweh your Father is giving you, do not
learn to follow the abominable ways of those nations.

10 Let there not be found among you one who sacrifices his son or his
daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens,
engages in witchcraft,

11 Casts spells, or who consults familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer.

12 Anyone who practices these is ABOMINABLE TO YAHWEH, and
because of these abominable practices, Yahweh your Father is driving out the
nations in front of you.

m The Encyclopedia Judaica, Volume 5, pages 1522-1523 tells us
the following:

Denonol ogy IntheBible. Israel’sofficial religioncontrasts
shar pl y wi t hcont enporary pol ythei snsintherol eassi gnedto
denons, whi chintheB bleispractical lynil. Magi cwas prohi bited
anongthelsraelitesfromveryearlytines, for al readytheol dest
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col | ectionof | aws, t heBook of t he @venant, contai nst he conmand:
‘“Youshal | not tol erateasorceress’’ (Ex. 22: 17[ Bng. 22: 18] : cf . Deut.
18:10-12), andSaul put thepracti ti onersof necronancy out of thel and
(1 Sam 28: 3). S nce nuchof pagan nagi c was pr ot ect i ve—i nt ended
t o keep denons avay or t o expel t hem-obvi ouslyIsrael"sreligion
anedat averyradical extirpationof trafficw thdenons.

The Holy Scriptures say that, because of these very abominations
listed, Yahweh would drive out the heathen nations from before
the Children of Israyl.

The Laws, statutes and judgments were not given just to be
ignored. Mosheh was not ignorant of the worship of the pagan nations.
They worshiped demons, which are led by Satan the Devil. The
worship of these demons were practices of appeasement. These Gods
had to be fed during licentious feasts of lust and sexual excesses. These
Gods also had to be fed the lives of the worshipers own children.

Mosheh knew, because Yahweh instructed him, that no one
could serve Yahweh and serve Gods at the same time, and if they
did, they would utterly perish.

m Deuteronomy 4:24-26—

24 For Yahweh your Father isaconsuming fire, a jealous Heavenly Father,
and is provoked by any god (el).

25 When you beget children and grandchildren, and have grown old in the
land and if you then become corrupt and make any kind of god (el), doing evil
in the sight of Yahweh your Father, and provoking Him to anger,

26 Then I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you
will soon utterly perish from the land which you are crossing the Yardan to
possess. You will not prolong your days in it, but you will be utterly destroyed.

The only way of worship Yahweh will accept is the way of worship
Yahweh has instructed! By the deceit of Satan some of these
children of Israyl had forsaken Yahweh and served Baal Peor.

m Numbers 25:1-5—

1 While Israyl was staying in Shittim, meaning, Acacia Grove, the people
began to commit sexual immorality with Moabite women.

2 They invited them to the sacrifices of their gods (elohim), and the
people went and bowed down in front of their gods (elohim).

3 Solsrayljoined in worshiping the Baal of Peor; the Lord of Peor, and
Yahweh's anger burned against them.

4 Then Yahweh said to Mosheh: Take all the leaders of the people and kill
the offenders. Hang them out in broad daylight in front of Yahweh, so that
Yahweh's fierce anger may turn away from Israyl.

5 So Mosheh said to the judges of Israyl; Every one of you is to Kill his
men who were joined in worship to the Baal of Peor; the Lord of Peor.

m Psalm 106:28—

They yoked themselves to Baal Peor, and ate the sacrifices offered to the

dead.

Sacrifices Of The Dead

The ancient Babylonians had a God called Samas, as we find in
The Encyclopedia Judaica, Volume 5, page 1020.
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...for exanpl e, bef oregoi ngout tobattl ew t ht he Babyl oni anki ng
Kastilias, theAssyrianki ngaccusesthel atter of betrayal and
violationof thetreatybetweenthem andas proof hereadsthetreaty
inal oudvoi ce bef or et he god Sanas.

m The Encyclopedia Judaica, Volume 14, page 719 says:

Sanael , fromt he Anorai ¢ peri od onwar dt he naj or nane of Sat an
inJudai sm

Jewish legend says Samael-Samiel is the angel of death and the head
of the devils. The Greek rendering of the word, Samael is Sammane.

...includesthenane, al thoughnot i nthenost i nportant pl ace,
inthelist of thel eadersof theangel swhorebel | edagai nst God.
The G eek ver si ons of thel ost Hebr ewt ext contai ntheforns
Samranhv (Sanmmane) and Seni el (Senmiel).

m The Standard Encyclopedia of Folklore, Mythology and Legend,
pages 968-969, tells us what Samain is:

Sanai n (pronounced sovanor sounan) The festival of the
begi nni ng of wi nt er, cel ebratedonor about Novenber 1in
Irel andand Gael i ¢ Scot | and and of very great antiquity. The
word neans ‘ ‘ end of sunmer.’’ he of the ol dest I ri shsagas
statesthat t hebarrowswherethefairiesdnel t wereopenabout
Sanai n, andinScot| and adenonwho st ol e babi esat thistine
was cal | eda sanhanach. Anot her ol dsagarel atesthat for three
days bef ore andt hr ee days af t er Novenber 1thewarri ors of
U st er assenbl edf or eati ng, drinki ng, andboasti ngof t he nen
theyhadki | | ed, produci ngtheti psof thei r t ongues as evi dence.
AccordingtoKeating, i nheathentinesthedruidsof Irel and
assenbl edtosacrificetothegodsandburntheir victinson
Sanmai neve. ALl other firesweretobeextinguished, tobe
rekindl edonlyfromthat fire. Thiscustomstill Iingerson,
w thout thesacrifices, inpartsof Irel andand Scotl and. The
peat firesareextingui shedinthecottagesonHal | oneenand
arerelightedfronthebonfireswhi chburnonthehilltops. Inthe
H ghl ands fanil i es usedtoci rcunaniul at et hefi el ds sunw se,
hol dingfir torches. At Vit erfordgroups of country | ads,
headed by hor n-bl owers, visitedthefarners’ houses andcol -
| ect ed pence and provi si ons f or t he ensui ng cel ebration. I'n
parts of Gounty Gorkthe processi onwas | edby anancal | edt he
Wi t e Mar e, wear i ng awhi t erobe andt he senbl ance of a
hor se’ s head, whi | ei not her partsthel ads dr essed as nunmer s
and pr of essed t o be t he messenger s of t he Muick A | a, a boar
sl ai nby oneof theGeral di nes. Lhtil about 1850t hei nhabi tant s
of thel sl eof Lew susedtoassentl eont he saneni ght, bringi ng
al eand provi si ons, repeat apat er nost er (thoughnost!y Prot-
estants), andwal kdowntothe sea. One of themwadedi ntothe
vat er, pouredout acupof al e, andcriedout: ‘ * Shoney, | givethis
cup of al etoyou, hopi ngthat you' Il besokindastosendus
pl enty of sea-waretoenrichour groundfor theconmingyear.’’
Thegroupthenwent tot hechurch, stoodsil ent for awhile, and
thenadj ournedtothefiel dsfor dri nki ng, danci ng, andsi ngi ng.
MacQul | ochin1911 nentionedthelicensepernittedtoyout hs
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on Sarmai n Eve i nt he qui et est t ownshi ps of t he Vst H gh-
lands. Val | anceyinthe18thcenturyrecordedthat | ri shnai dens
observedthefestival by sow nghenpseedandbel i evedt hat i f
t hey | ooked back t hey woul dseet he apparitionof their future
spouse, or t hey woul d hang a snock beforethecottagefire,
convi ncedt hat hi s appariti onwoul d cone downt he chi ey
and turnthe snock. See CeLtic FokLore; Crovv CruaC.
Roger S. Loom's

Samain is the Druidic assembly on the night of October 31, to
sacrifice to their Gods and burn their victims. The Standard
Encyclopedia of Folklore, Mythology and Legend, Volume A-1,
page 263, tells us more about the sacrifice of the dead.

O ommC Gac Ahuge i dol whi ch st ood ont he pl ai n of Mag
S eact (theplai nof adorati onor prostrati ons) i nQGunty Gavan,

inUster, near thepresent vill age of Bal | ynagaur an; al so
calledrig-iodal h-H reann, thekingidol of Ireland. ** Around
hi mwer et wel vei dol s nade of stonebut hewas of gol d’'* andto
himtheearlylrishsacrificedonethirdof their childrenon
Sanmain(Nov. 1) inreturnfor “‘mlkandcorn’’ andt he good
veat her whi chinsuredthefertilityof cattleandcrops. Thei dol

andthesacrificesarenentionedinthe6thcentury O nnsenchus
i nthe Book of Lei nster. G onmQ Uac was hel di nhorror for his
terribl eexactions; i t was danger ous event owor shi phim for the
wor shi pper st hensel ves of t enperi shedi nt heact of worship. A
pre-Chri stiankingnaned Ti gernmusi s saidtohaveintro-
duced t he wor shi pof & ommQ Uactolrel andandtohave been
dest royed hi nsel f withthreefourths of his peopl eone Sanai n
ni ght duringtheprostrations.

Thetwel vel esser i dol senci rclingthegol deni nage havel ed
totheassunptionthat G ommQ Uac was asol ar deity; certain-
lyhewasafertilitygod. But hehasnot beeni dentifiedw thany
anci ent | rishgod. Dagda, i nhisagricul tural aspect, has been
suggestedfor thisrol e, but noi dentitycanbesubstanti at ed.

The D nnsenchus nanes t he i dol CrommCr Gac ( bl oody
crescent or bl oody bent one); it isreferredtoas GennG Uai c
(bl oody head) inthe TripartitelLifeof Patrick. Legendsayst hat
Patrick cursedanddestroyedit. The D nnsenchusstorytells
howPat ri ck preachedt ot he peopl e on Mag S eact agai nst t he
bur ni ng of nil k-cows andthei r first-bornprogeny.

O ommbDub’ s Sunday Inlrishfolklore, thefirst Sundayin
August : anni versary of the destructionof thefanousi dol
known as @ ommbub. Onthisdatefl owerswerestill of fered
at hisplaceonM. GallaninQuuntyd are, asl ateasthemd-
19thcentury. For thisreasonthedayisal socal | edGarl and
Sunday. Thefl ower of f eri ngs wer erenini scent of ati newhen
nor e bl oody sacri fi ces wer e prepar ed. Conpar e GawmGRlAC.
See CeLTi c FOLKLORE.

m The Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and Symbols, Part One,
pages 200-201, tells us:



BELTANE (BALTEIN, BEALTUI NN, BELTAI NE,
BELTAN)

Ananci ent Celticfestival narki ngtheopeni ngof sunmer and
honori ngthe sun. Ohe of the quart er days. Cel ebr at ed on MVay
lof theol dcal endar w thbonfiresandother rites. Druidsdrove
cattl e bet weentwoneedfirestowhi chniracul ousvirtueswere
ascri bedtoprevent thenurrai n; dances wer e perf or ned, and
thedaywasfill edw thgai ety, whi chcul minatedi nthesacrifice
byfireof amanrepresenti ngtheoakking. Parall el sthefire-
cl eansi ng cer enoni es of anci ent Babyl oni ans.

Beltane is the Druidic assembly marking the opening of summer
and is marked by human sacrifice. The above excerpt openly admits
that the pagan, Celtic worship parallels the ancient fire cleansing
ceremonies of ancient Babylon from which it came.

Continuing from The Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and
Symbols, Part One:

InClticlegendaryhistoryParthol onandhi s peopl earrivedin
Irel and on aBel t ane or May Day.

Parthia designates the great Empire the Parthians built up after
conquering ancient Babylon. The Babylonians brought the worship
of Bel to the Celts, complete with the worship of the dead and
human sacrifice. Parthians are Persians.

A Dictionary of Non-Christian Religions, by Geoffrey Parrinder,
1971, page 42, says:

Bel . Gdof theearthinBabyl oni anrel i gi onwhose wor shi pwas
centredat N ppur. Wththegrow hof thecul t of Marduk(g.v.),
tutel arygodof Babyl on, hecanetobeidentifiedwthBel, as‘the
lord over all. The name neans t he sane as Baal (g.v.). The
apocr yphal book of Bel andt he Dr agon or Shakesays t hat Gyrus
t he Per si anwor shi pped t he Babyl oni ani dol cal | ed Bel , but
Dani el overthrewit and aserpent whi chwas al sowor shi pped.

Bel enos. Asungodof Gal ticnythol ogy, frombel os, ‘ bright’.
H s wor shi pwas wi despreadi nGaul , andperhapsinBritain
too, andthe Romans i denti fi edhi mwi thApol | 0. | nages have
been f ound of a nanel ess god who has awheel , of t en a synbol
of thesun, andt hi s nay be Bel enos. Geof frey of Monnout hin
his H storysai dthat t he ashes of Bel enos wer e pr eser ved at
Bi I lingsgateinlLondon, sonanedafter him See Batae

m A Dictionary of Non-Christian Religions, by Geoffrey Parrinder,
page 242, says:

Sanhai n, Samui n. Anci ent Cel ticfeast, hel dat t he end of
Gt ober and begi nni ng of Noventer. I nlrel andit was cel ebrat -
ed ont he shores of | akes. Sanhai n nar ked t he begi nni ng of
w nter, asBeltane(q.v.) narkedtheonset of surmer. Santai n
neant ‘ sunmer end’, andbonfireswerelit tostrengthenthe
power s of t hewani ngsun. These ar e per pet uat edi nt he bonfires




of Noventoer 5, still popul ar inBritain. IntheCristiancal endar,
Sanhai nwas nergedinto All Saints’ Day on Novenber 1.

m The Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology, and Symbols, Part 2,
page 1393, says:

SAMHAI N (SAMAI N, SAMAN, SAMHAN) Literally,

sunmer’ send. CGelticw nter sol sticefestival cel ebrat edabout

Novenier 1. Theentrancetoburial caveswerel eft opentoal | ow
thespiritstoconeout for anairing. Onoi dhche Shanhna
onenfor thefuturewereextractedfromthefairies. The Fonors
first oppressedt he peopl eof Nenedwiththeir terribl etaxon
thisday, andonit theMag- Turedbatt| eswerefought, thusthe
day onwhi chwi nt er gi antsexpel |l edthefertilitygods. nthe
I'sl eof Mancal | ed Saui n, i nVél es cal | ed Nos Gal an- gaeof

(N ght of thewi nter cal ends). Corresponds t o Hal | oween.

Conpar e Bel t ane.

Sanhanach. Gobl i ns whi ch conme out on Sanmhai nin Scot -

| and correspondt o Hal | oween!

Halloween!

m The Yearbook of English Festivals, by Dorothy Gladys Spicer,
1954, pages 153-157, are displayed, showing us the ancient mean-
ings of Halloween, All Saints Day and All Souls Day. All of these
are part of the ancient sacrifices of the dead.

ALL HALLOWS’ EVE

Crtober 31. Al Hallows’ Eveor ALl Hal l owE en, withits
traditionof wtches, ghosts, hobgobl i nsandsprites, itsganes
andincantations, still isagaytinefor pranksandpartiesin
nmany Nor t h Gount ry horres. Fun- | ovi ng Arrer i cans have bor -
rowed fromt hei r Briti shancest ors nany Hal | owE en ganes,
such as appl e- bobbi ng, nut roastingandtossi ng of appl e
parings. Transpl antedtoNewWr | dsoil, theol dpractices
have beconerevital i zedandcurrent!y are observedw thnore
ent husi asmt hani nthecountry of their birth.

To anci ent Drui ds t he end of Cct ober comrmenor at ed t he
festival of thewani ngyear, whent he sunbegan hi s downwar d
courseandri penedgrai nwas gar neredfront hefi el ds. Sanhai n,
or‘‘Summer’ sEnd,’’ asthisfeast tothedyi ngsunwascal | ed,
was cel ebrat edw t hhunansacri fi ce, augury and prayer; for at
thi sseasonspiritswal kedandevi | had power over soul s of nen.

Not until thefourthcenturydi dthepaganvigil for thegod of
light givewaytoA | Hill ows, thenassfor Gristiansaints; and
not until thetenth, didtheDruids’ deathfeast beconeAll
Soul s’, theday of prayer for soul sthat hadent eredrest. Gikes
for thedeadweresubstitutedfor humansacrifice, fortune-
tellingfor heat henaugury, |i ghtedcand esfor theol dBaal fires.

Fortune Tel | i ng—Augury

au' gury, n.; pl. au guries, [ L. augurium divination, from
augur, anaugur. |

1. theart or practiceof foretel | i ngevents by si gns or onens.
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2. that whi chforebodes; that fromahi chapredi ctionisdraan;
anonen; portent.
3. afornal cerenony conduct ed by an augur .

au gur, v.i.;augured(-gurd), pt., pp., auguring, ppr. toguess;
t o conj ect ureby si gns or onens; t oprognosti cat e.

au gur, v.t. 1. topredict or foretell.
2. tobeanonenof; as, toaugurill success.

G adual 'y, thel ast ni ght of Gct ober—First aDrui df east, then
aChri stianhol y day—ener ged as ani ght of gai ety, whenyoung
peopl e pl ayed ganes and r ead f or t unes f r omsi npl e obj ect s,
such as appl es, cabbages, or nuts.

I ndeed, nut s becane such afavoriteneans of divination,
that Al Hal | owE enwas knownas‘ ‘ Nutcrack N ght.’’” Grlsand
boys pl acednut s si deby si dei nt hedyi ngenbers. | f thenutsflew
apart, quarrel sanddi saster weresuretofol ow But if they
burned bri ghtly si de by si de, apeaceful narriedlifewas
foretd d

Next tonuts, appl esfeatureinAl Hal | owE endi vi nati ons.
Appl e-bobbi ngstill isaspopularintheNorthQuntryasin
rural Anerica. BEvenpi ps andparings coneinfor their share
of attention. Thi s ol drhyne acconpani est he swi ngi ng of a
paring, tol earnthel ovedone' sinitial s:

| parethispi ppi nround and r ound agai n,

M sweet heart’ snanetofl ouri shontheplain:
| flingtheunbrokenparingo’ er nyhead,

M sweetheart’ sl etter onthegroundtoread.

Though many ol d Al | Hal | owE en cust ons have di sap-
pearedsurvival sof Al Soul s’ (Novenber 2), asw | | be seen,
still exist inmany communities. Soul ers, not very unlike
Aneri can Hal | oneen nummer s, still make vil | age r ounds and
begfor ‘ ‘ soul cakes,’’ insteadof ‘‘ sonet hi ngfor Hal | oneen.”’

ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS
Novenber 1 and 2

TheearlyEnglishChurchcalledA | Saints’, thefeast to
comenorate al | thesaints, Al Hall ows. Hal | owE en, Al l
Saints’ andA | Soul s’ (Gt ober 31, Novenber 1and 2, respec-
tively) shareacommontradition. Thethreefestival sconcern
r enenfbor ance of departedsoul s. Hal | owE en, as al r eady not ed,
i scel ebratedw t hganes anddi vi nati onrites, si ncepeopl eonce
bel i evedspiritsof thedeadwal kedabroadonthisnight. Al
Saints’ andA | Soul s’, onthe ot her hand, are popul arly ob-
servedwith’‘souling ’ custonsandpl ays. Qiginally, these
denonstrationswereintendedtohonor thefaithful departed
andtoeaset he pai nof t he ber eaved.

““Souling,”” or‘‘Soul -caking,’’ i sthecust omdescendedfrom
pre-Refornationtines, of goi ngabout onAll Saints’ or Al l
Soul s’ and beggi ng f or cakes, i nrenenbr ance of t hedead. The
Soul ers, singingversesinheritedfromarenotepast, are
rewardedw th*‘ soul cakes.’’ @iginallythesewerebuns, rich
wi theggs andm | k, spi ces and saf fron. A t hought he cakes

9



vari edagooddeal fromcountytocounty, theyweregenerally
oval or roundi nshape, andrat her fl at.

Oncesoul ersof certainvill ages beganthei r roundswi th
servi cesinthepari shchurch, t he cakes househol der s gave wer e
inexchangefor prayersfor thedead, a‘‘charity’’ for the
departed. I nother words, soul cakeswerei ntendedas abread
dol et ot he communi ty poor. Bonfires, ‘‘tolight soul sout of
purgatory,’’ andtheringi ngof churchbel I's, al socharacteri zed
ol d-ti ne obser vances.

I n The Book of Festival Holidays, 1964, by Marguerite Ickis, pages
123-125, we are shown the meaning behind the traditions of
Halloween.

Harvest festival sconeat ati neof year whent hel ast warnth
of I ndi ansunmer i s gone, and bl eak w nds and gr ay ski es begi n
toappear. It isthetineof year whenbar ns ar e nade snug, t he
| ast of t he appl es and veget abl es ar e st ored anay i nbi ns and
peopl esit infront of arocaringfiretorel axfronmtheir | ong
sunmer’ swork. Inshort, itisarejoicingover earth’sgifts.

The cust omof hol di ngafestival at harvest ti ne goes back
over twot housandyears. Thel ast day of t heyear ont he ol d pagan
cal endar, Gt ober 31, servedthetripl epur poseof bi ddi nggoodby
t o sunmer, wel com ngw nter andrenenberingthe dead. The
I'rishbuilt trenendousbonfiresonhilltopstooffer encourage-
nment t ot hewani ng sun andt o provi de a war mwel cone f or
visitingspritesandghoststhat wal kedabout i ntheni ght.

Peopl eof theBritishlsleshadthequai nt customof t ossi ng
obj ect s, suchas stones, veget abl esandnuts, i ntoabonfireto
frightenawnay any‘ ‘ spooks’ ' that night benear. These syniol i ¢
sacrificeswereal sofortunetel lingprops, still w del yusedat
Hal | oneenpartiestoday. | f apebbl eanmanflungintothefire
at ni ght was nol onger vi si bl et hefol | ow ng nor ni ng, peopl e
cl ucked synpat heti cal | y, bel i evi ngt he nanwoul dn’ t survi ve
anot her year. | f thenut stossedby young!l overs expl odedi nt he
fl anes, theirswoul dbeaquarrel sonenarriage, etc.

Morefearful of spooks thanspouses, fol ks began hol | ow ng
out turni ps and punpki ns and pl aci ngl i ght ed candl esi nsi det o
scareevil spiritsfromthehouse. VWiywastheresult call eda
‘‘jack-0 -lantern’’ ?Tradi ti onsaysthat anl ri shJack, t oow cked
for heavenandexpel | edfromhel | for pl ayi ngtricksonthedevil,
was condermedtowal ktheearthwithal anternforever.

It wvasthelrish, too, whoinitiatedthe“trickor treat” system
hundr eds of years ago. G oups of Irishfarnerswoul dgofrom
houset ohousesol i citi ngfoodfor thevil | ageHal | oneenfesti vi -
tiesinthenaneof nol ess apersonaget han Mick Q | a(anci ent
godof Irishclergy). Prosperitywas promsedtocheerful givers
andt hreat s nade agai nst tightfisteddonors. I't wasthe cust om
for Englishchildrentodressupineachother’scl ot hes (boys
donninggirl s’ outfitsandvi ceversa) and, weari ngnasks, togo
beggi ngfromdoor todoor for ‘ ‘ soul cakes. '’

Surprisingly, Hal | oneenwas scar cel y obser vedi nt he Lhi t ed
Satesuntil thelast hal f of theni neteenthcentury. It isthought
thelarge-scalelrishimmgrati onhadmichtodow ththe
popul ari zi ngof thehol i day. Rat her t hant hr eat envengeance f or
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yout hf ul Hal | oneen pranks, nore and nore communi ti es and
nei ghbor hoods have been f orestal | i ngthemw t h or gani zed
treasurehunts, bl ock parti esandot her fornsof entertai nnent.
Just t he sane, any prudent persononHal | oneenwi | | seet hat
hi scar i sl ockedinthegarage, porchfurnitureisstoredawnay
andtherearepl entyof treats, i nthefornof appl es, candi esand
penni es, t ohand out whent he door bel | ri ngs and chi | dren shout
“Anyt hi ngfor gobl i ns?”

From The Book of Holidays, 1958, by J. Walker McSpadden, pages
149-153 are displayed here:

Hal | oween, inspiteof thefact that it takesits nanefroma
Gristianfestival (Al Hllowsor Al Saints’ Day), conesfrom
paganti nes and has never takenonaChri stiansignifi cance.

Thereweretwodifferent festival sintheearl yworldat this
tineof year, andthey arebot hrepresent edi nour own Hal | ow
eenactivities. Wenyouduck for appl es, or throwan appl e
pari ng over your shoul der toseewhat initial it makesonthe
fl oor, youare doi ngas t he Ronans di d—honori ng Ponona, t he
Ronan goddess of or char ds and especi al | y of appl e or char ds.
Andwhenyoul ight acandl ei nsi det hej eeri ng punpki nface,
youareinasnal | wayimtatingtheCelticDruidsof northern
Britai n(describedinthechapter onSaint Patrick’ sDay), who
litafiretoscareanayw nter andtheevil spiritswhowere
wai tingtocome rushi nginwhen sunmer was over .

Ont hat ni ght bet ween Gct ober and Novenber, t he Drui ds
kindl edgreat firesonthehillsasabarrier agai nst theevil to
cone. (These Hal |l oneenfiresstill burneveryyear i nmany
pl aces, but especi al | yin Scot|andand Vil es). By wavi ng
bur ni ngw sps of pl ai tedstrawal oft onpi t chforks, peopl etried
tofrightenoff denonsandw tches, but just incasethisdidn’'t
work, theyal soput ongrotesqueandterrifyingcostunes. For
i f youdressedinahorribl e enoughfashi onandwent t roopi ng
aroundwiththespiritsall night, theywoul dthi nkyouwereone
of them and doyouno harm Thi si s wherethe persistent
Hal | oneen cust omof “ ‘ dressi ngup’ ' andweari ngnasks ori gi -
nat ed; and anong t he chi | dren who cone t o t he door on
Hal l oween, calling* “trickortreat,’’ thenwost al ar mngcos-
tunesarestill consi deredt hebest.

Q her nort her n peopl es i nt he Ger mani ¢ and Scandi navi an
countriesal solivedinterrorof ‘“theragingrout,’’ astheycall ed
theevil spiritswhomt heybel i evedtobel edbythegreat god
adi n. Hal | oneen weat her was of t he great est i nportanceto
t hese peopl e, for thedaywas prophetic: i f therout canei non
asoft w nd, thenext year woul d be easy andgood; but i f therout
caneragi ngin, theyear woul dbeful | of bitter woeandwarfare.

The ni ght bei ngsofilledw thsupernatural powers, it was
usual | y possi bl efor i ndi vi dual st ocat chsone prenoni ti ons of
their ownfutures. Especiallyanmongthe Celtstherewas a
cust om-vhi chstill continues-totrytolearnwhat thefuture
hol ds, especi al lyinnatrinoni al natters. Thereisawstful line
inanol dScotchsong, * * But | don’ t knowwhom” Il narry.”” Vel |,
Hal | oneeni sthetinetofindout. Andif youcan't get soneki nd
of ahint at | east, younust havenoGel tichl oodat al | . Thereare
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so many ways t hat t her e shoul d be one f or ever ybody.

For i nstance, agirl putsthreenutsonthegrate. Thenshe
nanes onenut for hersel f, andtwofor possi bl e hushands of her
acquai ntance. Hewhocracksor junpsw | | beunfaithful, but
hewhostartstoburnreal | ylikesher andw | | be agood nat e.
If thegirl’ snut andoneof theothersburntogether, thenthe
weddi ngiscertain. Also, thereisaninterestingnethod of
I ooki ngintoanirror. But, of course, agirl nust beeatingan
appl ewhil edoingit. Then, i f she'* getsasight’’ —seesaboy
peepi ngover her shoul der—t he boy she seeswi | | bet he one she
Wil narry.

There areal sot he Three Luggi es, or di shes, whi ch Robert
Burns nentionsinhispoem ‘‘ Halloween.’’ Thisisfor boys
insteadof girls. Qhedi shhol dscl eanvat er, onedirtywater, and
oneisenpty. Theboyi sblindfol ded, anddi pshisfingersinto
thefirst dishhefeel s. eanwater, asyoucanguess, neans he
W Il wedanai den, dirtywater aw dow andif thedi shisenpty,
he st ays si ngl e. Boys bei ngnever soeager tonarryasgirlsare,
theenpty di shisprobabl yagreat relief tothem

Nut s and appl es arethei nvari abl e att endant s upon al |
Hal | oneenfeasts, boththenandnow I nfact, i nthenorth of
Engl and Hal | owneenisoftencal led’ ‘ Nutcrack N ght.’’ Andin
Penzanceand St. Ives, inCornwal |, the Sat urday near est
Hil | oneeni sknownas** AllanDay,’’ after thebi gredappl es of
t her egi on—appl es f romanci ent or char ds whi ch have suppl i ed
nany gener at i ons of Hal | oneenbel i evers.

“‘Trickortreat’’ neansof coursethat t heyoungHal | oneen
vi sitorswhoconetoyour door wi I | playnotricksonyouif you
wil““treat’’ them-askthem nfor cooki esor cider, naybe, and
hel pfill their bagswthfruit, nuts, cake, candy, or anyt hi ngel se
youthinkthey mght |ike. But intheearlier days of our
Aneri canHal | oneens, before* “tricksortreats’’ becane popu-
lar, thenight of Gt ober 31was anervousti nef or houseowner s.
Peopl e who had such t hi ngs as bi rdbat hs, gates, and | awn
chai rs | earnedto st owt hemaway somewher e bef or e dusk
arrivedandthe’ ‘ragingrout’’ of chil dren, dressedas denons,
ghost s, andw tches startedt ol ugaway and hi de every novabl e
thi ngt hey coul dfi nd.

That mischi ef naki ngi sal nost entirel yover andthe** evi l
spirits’’ areturnedintojust alot of friendl y nei ghbor hood
chil drenbyt heanci ent Hal | oween nagi c of appl es, nuts, and
general nerrinment. V@ w shthe Drui ds and t he Ronans and
t he Nor se coul d have f ound as si npl e away out .

\When one studies the origins of the customs of the Christian
religion, one comes to the conclusion that the pagan worship was
not banished from the world. The strongest pagan religions were

just incorporated into Christianity.
The book, Strange Stories, Amazing Facts, 1980, by the Read-
ers’ Digest Association, corroborates this conclusion!

Chri stnas and East er, al thought hegreatest festival sinthe
Christiancal endar, arecel ebratedw thcustonsthat origi -
nat edi nsuperstitionandheat henrites hundreds of years
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bef ore Chri st was bor n.

BEvent he dat es one noretopaganpracti cesthantothebirth
andresurrectionof Jesus. It wasnot until thefourthcenturythat
Decenber 25was fixedarbitrarilyastheanniversary of the
Nat i vi t y—because t he pagan f esti val s f r omwhi ch so many
Chri st mas cust ons spri ngwer e hel daroundt hat ti ne.

AndEBaster, still anovabl efeast despitenuchpressureto
allotitaspecificdate, fallsaccordi ngtothephaseof thenoon
t hat t he pagans | ong ago deci dedwas t he appropri atetineto
vener at et hei r gods.

A though Chri stianityhas swept theworldinarel atively
short tine, asthehistoriesof great religionsgo, theearly
mi ssi onari es facedanuphi | | task. The pagans wer er el uct ant
togi veuptheir fal segods andanci ent practi ces.

Sothem ssionaries, unabl etoconvert themeasilytoan
entirel ynewcode of wor ship, di dt henext best thi ng. They t ook
the paganfestival sastheywereandgradual |y graftedthe
obser vances of thenewfai thontothesefestival sandtherites
and cust ons sur r oundi ng t hem

Decenber 25was not cal | ed Chri st nas unti | t he ni nt h cen-
tury. Uhtil thenit hadbeentheM dw nter Feast, aconbi nati on
of the Norse Yul e Festi val andt he Ronan Sat urnal i a, bot h of
whi cht ook pl acei nl at e Decenber .

Li ke Chri st mas and Easter, thefestival of Hal | oweenori gi -
nat edi napagancel ebration, eventhoughits nanederi ves from
theChristianfestival of Al Hallows’ or Al Saints’ Eve.

It wasintroducedi nt hesevent hcent urytocommenorat eal |
t hose sai nt s and nart yr s who had no speci al day t ot hensel ves
andwas hel don My 13. But intheei ghthcentury Al Hal | ows’
Day was noved t o Novenber 1, to counteract the pagan
cel ebrationshel dont hat dat e.

Gt ober 31, the eve of Novener 1, wasthel ast ni ght of the
year i ntheanci ent G2l ti ccal endar andwas cel ebrat edast heend
of sunmer anditsfruitful ness. It wasafestival that theCelts
of nort hern Europe markedw thbonfires, tohel pthesun
throught hew nter.

Wnter al socal ledtonmndthechill and bl ackness of t he
grave, andsoit was ati me when ghost s woul d wal k, and
supernatural spirits, warl ocks, andw t cheswoul dhol dthei r
revds.

nlysincethel atel8thandearly19thcenturi es has Hal | ow
eendevel opedintoafestivetinefor children, w thcostunes,
| ant erns, and ganes. Beforethenit wasregardedas ani ght of
fear, andw se nen, respect ful of hobgobl i ns and wanderi ng
denons, stayedi ndoors.

Inthel7thand 18t hcent uri es, however, it was cust onary f or
‘‘gui sers’’ —peopl ei nwei rd masks and cost unes—t o go from
houset o house, si hgi nganddanci ngt okeepevil at bay, or togo
about asrepresent at i ons of t heghost s andgobl i ns of t heni ght .

Trickor treat

Thi s cust omhas sur vi vedt oday i nnany parts of theworl d, as
achil dren’ s nasquerade. I nthe Lhi ted S at es cost uned chi | -
drengofromndoor todoor i naritual knownastrickor treat. They
usual | ycarryasackandt hreat entopl ay atri ck onhousehol ders

13



iftheyarenot givena‘‘treat’’, i ntheformof candy or cooki es.
The Hal | oween | ant er n, made f r oma hol | owed- out punpki n

orturnipwthacandl einsideit, isarelicfronthedayswhen

foodofferingswerenmadetothespiritsof thedead.

Yahweh TellsUs

m Leviticus 19:31—

Do not turn to mediums nor familiar spirits. Do not seek after them, to be

defiled by them. I am Yahweh.
m Leviticus 20:6—

And the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute
himself with them, | will set My face against that person, and cut him off
from his people.

m Deuteronomy 18:10-11—

10 Let there not be found among you one who sacrifices his son or his
daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens,
engages in witchcraft,

11 Castsspells, orwho consults familiar spirits, or awizard, or anecromancer.

The tradition of Halloween is steeped in just the abominations
Yahweh told us not to whore after. Consulting these abominations
is worship! It is the worship of demons, and not of Yahweh.

m | Corinthians 10:20-22—

20 Butl say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
demons and not to Yahweh; and 1 do not want you to have fellowship with
demons.

21 You cannot drink the cup of Yahweh and the cup of demons; you
cannot partake of Yahweh's table and of the table of demons.

22 Do we provoke Yahweh to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?

A\l of the Children of Israyl who had forsaken Yahweh to serve
Baal Peor and ate the sacrifices of the dead (Numbers 25:1-5),
died themselves.

m Deuteronomy 4:3—

Your eyes have seen what Yahweh did to Baal Peor; The Lord of Peor. For
all the men who followed Baal Peor; The Lord of Peor, Yahweh your Father

has destroyed them from among you.

A\l of the customs of this pagan celebration called Halloween,
which have come down to this sin—sick world as fun and games
have originated with Baal worship, which Yahweh hates.
m Deuteronomy 4:1-2—
1Hear now, O Israyl, the statutes and the judgments which | teach you to
observe and do, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which
Yahweh, the Heavenly Father of your fathers, is giving you.
2 You shall not add to the word which | command you, nor shall you take
anything from it, so that you may keep the commandments (laws) of Yahweh
your Father which | command you.

Add Nothing To: Take Nothing From

We realize that many Halloween articles appear in different
newspapers around the United States, but in each article, the
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conclusion is: Somehow, all this pagan worship has now been
accepted by the Creator, and since it is now only in fun, there is
little or no harm in re-enacting these traditions. But, to coin an
old phrase, “a rose by any other name is still a rose.”

To know these traditions and customs are the worship of pagan
Gods, and then to still participate in them, is actually worse than
not knowing at all! It is classified as an abominable sin to Yahweh.
m Hebrews 10:26—

For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.

The worldly preachers claiming to follow the Scriptures are afraid
to condemn these pagan practices. They are afraid to rock the
big boat that brings them so much wealth, yet there is no Scripture
that condones these practices. Search the Holy Scriptures from
Genesis through Revelation and you will only find the warning
to come out from among them.
m Revelation 18:4—
And | heard another voice from heaven, saying: Come out of her, My

people, so that you do not partake in her sins, and so that you do not receive
of her plagues.

Y ahweh commands us to follow His instruction, not adding to
it, nor diminishing from it, that we may live.
m Deuteronomy 4:2—
You shall not add to the word which | command you, NOR shall you take

anything fromit, so that you may keep the commandments (Laws) of Yahweh
your Father which | command you.

m Revelation 22:14—
Blessed are those who do His commandments (Laws), that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

There is no blessing from Yahweh for the practice of this pagan
worship. Yahweh does pronounce many curses for these
worshipers (Deuteronomy 28:16-68).

Preachers today condemn the Laws of Yahweh, while they
condone these pagan practices. Whose side are they on? The
Apostle Shaul answers this question in:

m Romans 6:16—
Do you not know that to whom you yield yourselves as servants to obey,

his servants you are whom you obey— whether of sin, which leads to death,
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

Y ahshua warned us, over and over, about false preachers who would
teach against the Laws of Yahweh, while they serve Satan. He said
you will know them by their fruits, as we find in Mattithyah.

m Mattithyah 7:16-20—

16 Youwill know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorns,
or figs from thistles?
17 Likewise, every righteous tree brings forth righteous fruit; but a tree of
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evil brings forth fruit of iniquity.

18 Arighteous tree cannot bring forth fruit of iniquity, nor can a tree of
evil bring forth fruits of righteousness.

19 Every tree which does not bring forth righteous fruit is cut down, and
cast into the fire.

20 Therefore, by their fruits you will know them.

Can you follow these false preachers who teach this pagan God
worship? Can you accept the ways of Baal any more, now that
you know this way is condemned by the Word of Yahweh, your
guide to eternal life? Will you provoke Yahweh to anger? Are you
stronger than he?
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